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BRITISH  ^¥EST  AFRICA. 

By  Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  August  11, 

GAMBIA. 

Gambia's  foreign  trade,  exclusive  of  specie,  in  1915  Avas  valued  at 
$3,507,338,  a  decrease  of  $1,G97.550,  as  compared  with  1914.  Its  im- 
ports declined  by  $417,007  to  $1,471,911,  and  its  exports  by  $1,760,543 
to  $2,095,397.  In  imports  increases  were  recorded  in  but  two  im- 
portant items— tobacco,  $34,990,  and  wine,  $3,304.  The  chief  de- 
creases were  in  cotton  goods,  hardware,  kola  nuts,  rice,  spirits,  sugar, 
salt,  and  soap.  The  principal  exports,  in  order  of  importance,  were 
peanuts,  hides,  and  palm  kernels.  All  show  a  decrease  in  value  as 
compared  with  1914. 

The  decline  in  the  colony's  trade  continued  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  The  tAvo  factors  accounting  for  this  were  the  re- 
duction in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  natives,  owing  to  the  poor 
prices  paid  for  nuts,  and  the  general  adverse  conditions  resulting 
from  the  war — increased  prices  of  practically  all  commodities  im- 
ported into  the  colony,  increased  freight  rates,  congestion  at  the 
docks,  delay  in  executing  orders,  etc. 

The  largest  peanut  crop  on  record  was  reaped  in  1915.  Although 
over  90,000  tons  were  shipped,  it  is  estimated  that  about  12,000  tons 
more  remained  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  natives  at  the  close  of  the 
trading  season  1914-15.    Prices  varied  from  6  to  31  cents  a  buslieL 

The  last  quarter  of  the  year  witnessed  a  decided  revival  in  trade, 
the  value  of  the  imports,  exclusive  of  specie,  during  that  j)eriod  ex- 
ceeding $037,440. 

Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Gambia  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Cot  ton  goods 

Hardware 

Kola  nuts 

Rice 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Salt 

Soap 

Tobacco 

Wine 

All  other  articles 

Total,  except  specie 


1913 


S9S1,944 

132,725 

4-14,660 

304,183 

83,408 

91, 507 

17,664 

36, 767 

75, 365 

22,311 

819,951 


3,013,485 


$352, 376 
149,318 
360, 940 
382, 151 
24,296 
42,475 
9,9.85 
25,692 
21,916 
11,245 
509, 154 


1,889,548 


1915 


$308,052 

23, 167 

293,235 

131,942 

19,970 

13.902 

7,717 

24,413 

56,913 

14,549 

596,081 


1,471,941 
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Tobacco,  Wines,  Cotton  Goods,  Hardware,  Etc. 

Imports  of  tobacco  increased  from  214,386  pounds  in  1914  to 
329,027  poimds  in  1915,  by  far  the  greater  part  coming  from  the 
United  States,  200,573  pounds  and  318,027  poimds,  respectively. 
Although  less  than  in  1913,  the  total  imports  were  considerably  above 
the  average.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  large  importa- 
tions, chiefly  from  the  United  States,  in  anticipation  of  an  increase 
in  the  tariff.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  result  of  this  was  that 
for  the  first  time  in  many  3'ears  the  colony  had  direct  steamer  com- 
munication with  New  York. 

As  usual,  nearly  all  the  wine,  chiefly  claret  and  cheap  white  wine, 
came  from  France,  but  a  larger  quantity  than  usual  was  shipped 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  decline  in  the  imports  of  cotton  goods,  Avhich  come  principally 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  was  continued  in  1915,  but  not  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  1914.  Comparison  with  the  quantities  imported  in 
former  years  is  not  possible,  as  the  quantity  is  now  given  in  yards 
instead  of  in  packages,  as  heretofore. 

Heavy  imports  of  ironware  for  various  public  works  in  1914  were 
in  part  accountable  for  the  decreased  showing  in  hardware  in  1915. 
The  imports  were  principally  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

A  good  crop  of  native  rice  iind  other  locally  grown  foodstuffs 
partly  accounted  for  the  drop  in  the  imports  of  this  article,  from 
17,113,936  pounds  in  1914  to  4,844,336  pounds  in  1915.  However,  the 
local  production  was  overestimated,  with  the  result  that  in  May, 
1916,  rice  was  at  a  premium,  having  risen  in  price  as  much  as  100 
per  cent.  The  United  Kingdom  and  France,  principally  the  latter, 
were  the  suppliers. 

France,  as  usual,  furnished  nearly  all  the  sugar;  the  decrease  in 
imports  was  no  doubt  due  to  increase  in  price. 

Spirits,  salt,  and  soap  participated  in  the  general  decline  in  the 
colony's  trade.    Practically  all  the  salt  came,  as  usual,  from  the  Cape 
Verde  Islands.     The  soap  was  sent  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France. 
Articles  Exported. 

The  value  of  the  leading  exports  from  the  colony  in  1913,  1914, 
and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

810,832 

91,082 

43,921 

3,027,129 

4,997 

4,817 

40,490 

$5,173 

107, 724 

38,028 

3, 165, 143 

496 

2,302 

56, 474 

$2,297 

Hides                                       

57,959 

26,554 

1,948,517 

151 

■\Vax                          

1,611 

58,308 

Total                                 

3,223,268 
996, 464 

3,375,340 
1,131,194 

2,095,397 

S03, 751 

4,219,732 

4, 50C,  534 

2,899,148 

Exports  of  Peanuts,  Hides,  Palm  Kernels,  Etc. 

The  only  item  showing  an  increase  in  quantity,  as  compared  with 
1914,  was  that  of  peanuts  with  an  increase  of  29,267  tons  but  a  de- 
crease in  value  of  $1,216,627.    The  shipment  of  96,152  tons  during  the 
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'year  constitutes  a  record  in  the  history  of  Gambia,  and  had  the  irood 
prices  of  191?)  and  1914  continued,  the  vahie  of  this  export  would 
have  approached  $5,000,000.  The  followin":  figures,  showing  tlie 
average  local  value  per  ton  of  peanuts  shipped  from  Bathurst  during 
each  of  the  last  10  years,  are  worthv  of  note  in  this  connection: 
190G,  $38.93;  1907,  $'29.40;  1908,  $38.93;  1909,  $29.20;  1910,  $34.62; 
1911,  $43.79;  1912,  $38.93;  1913,  $44.77;  1914,  $48.06;  1915,  $20.19. 
A  sjiecial  feature  was  the  large  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Denmark,  and  Spain  took  over  4,000  tons.  France  took  only 
about  half  the  crop,  whereas  about  80  per  cent  of  it  usuall}-  goes  to 
that  country. 

Last  year  40,647  hides  Avere  exported,  as  compared  with  70,279  in 
1914.  With  the  exception  of  4,784  taken  by  France,  all  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Exports  of  palm  kernels  totaled  326  tons,  a  drop  of  169  tons  from 
the  preceding  year's  figures.  As  a  rule,  the  whole  of  this  crop  goes  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  France  took  about  half  of  it  in  1915. 

Very  little  rubber  or  wax  was  exported,  and  ivory  has  almost  dis- 
appeared from  the  export  list. 
Distribution  of  Trade — Shipping. 

The  percentages  of  imports  and  exports  (exclusive  of  specie)  by 
countries  in  1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


niPOETS. 


United  Kinsdom 

British  possessions 

United  States 

France 

Freneli  possessions 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Morocco 

Portuguese  possessions. 

Spanisli  possessions 

Norway 

Sweden 

Japan 

All  other  countries 


Total. 


1914 


Per  c(. 

41.40 

20.19 

1.74 

21.63 

.06 

11. 5S 

2. 01 

.53 

.56 


1915 


Per  ct. 

53. 15 

21.26 

4.07 

18.46 

.09 


1.03 
.17 
.53 
.38 
.07 
.34 
.43 
.02 


100. 00       100. 00 


EXPORTS. 

United  Kingdom 

British  possessions 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

French  possessions 

Germany 

Portuguese  possessions 

Spain 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1914 


100. 00 


cr  ct. 

Per  ct. 

9.40 

38.86 

.52 

.59 

1.55 

1.99 

7.68 

8.08 

46.68 

1.  26 

1.92 

6.  SO 

.03 

.35 

4.24 

.02 

.03 

Last  year  482  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  530,624,  en- 
tered and  cleared  the  port  of  Bathurst,  a  decrease  of  38  vessels  and 
41,316  tons  as  compared  with  1914.  Of  these,  196  vessels  of  317,399 
tons  were  British,  and  286  of  213,225  tons  were  foreign.  American 
tonnage  entered  and  cleared  in  1914  was  755,  and  in  1915,  949;  all 
were  sailing  vessels. 

British  ships  show  a  decrease  and  foreign  ships  an  increase,  as  com- 
pared with  1914.  The  shortage  in  British  ships,  partly  met  by  the 
emploj^ment  of  foreign  tonnage,  is  due  to  conditions  arising  out  of 
the  war. 

NIGERIA. 

During  the  seven  months  prior  to  the  war  Nigeria  experienced  an 
unprecedented  trade  development,  but  after  the  outbreak  of  war  and 
in  1915  the  commerce  of  the  colon}^  was  seriously  affected  by  the  great 
world  changes.    Prices  for  its  imports  were  abnormally  high,  while 
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those  for  its  exports,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  minor  products, 
were  lower  than  they  had  been  for  many  years.  Trade  had  to  adjust 
itself  to  continuing  changes,  for  which  merchants  in  buying  pro- 
duce had  to  mnke  allowances  that  were  confusing  to  the  minds  the 
the  native  middlemen,  whose  credit  Avas  greatly  restricted  and  re- 
duced. 

Harvests  were  exceptionally  good  last  .year,  and  the  production  of 
cacao  was  nearly  doubled.  The  development  of  the  northern  trade 
continued  and  attention  to  roads  and  improvement  in  means  of  com- 
munication were  not  abated.  The  Northeastern  Railwa}',  already 
o])ened  to  Aba,  is  expected  to  reach  the  Udi  coal  fields  shortly.  Ofli- 
cials  think  that  the  palm  i)roduce  returns  for  1916  will  be  good,  but 
the  output  will  be  somewhat  restricted  by  the  low  prices,  and  the 
shortage  in  casks;  more  cacao  is  likely  to  be  on  the  market;  and  an 
expansion  in  the  cotton  crop  is  expected. 

The  value  of  imports  and  exports  was  less  in  1915  than  it  had  been 
since  1909.  Imports  of  specie  were  less  than  they  have  been  since 
1900,  and  the  exports  greater  than  in  any  year.  It  must  not  be 
thought,  however,  that  because  the  actual  amount  of  trade  was  not 
as  large  as  in  previous  years,,  it  was  unprofitable  to  merchants.  One 
large  company  engaged  in  trade  in  Lagos  and  on  the  railway  line  in- 
creased its  reserve  substantially  and  paid  a  dividend  of  20  per  cent 
for  the  year  free  of  income  tax.  In  the  delta  regions  the  profits  were 
probably  larger. 

The  Import  Trade. 

Imports  of  private  merchandise  into  Nigeria  declined  in  value 
from  $27,743,981  in  1913  to  $24,594,384  in  1914  and  $20,941,580  in 
1915;  and  of  specie  from  $4,233,751  to  $3,036,944  and  $161,633,  re- 
spectively. Governmment  stores  increased  from  $3,066,320  worth 
in  1913  to  $5,949,284  worth  in  1914,  but  in  1915  declined  to  $3,309,240. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  from  the  British  Empire  declined 
from  $26,884,650  in  1914  to  $21,118,  440  in  1915,  but  this  difference  is 
moi-e  than  accounted  for  by  the  decrease  of  $2,948,796  in  bullion  and 
specie,  and  of  $3,123,972  in  Government  stores.  As  was  to  be  expected 
the  value  of  imports  from  foreign  countries,  consisting  of  goods  from 
which  the  duties  are  mainly  derived,  fell  away  from  $6,729,678  in 
1914  to  $3,226,158  in  1915. 

In  previous  years  the  values  of  the  imports  did  not  include  freight, 
insurance,  packing,  and  other  charges;  but  in  1915  the  c.  i.  f.  value 
of  each  article  was  given,  tiierefore,  in  making  comparisons,  allow- 
ance must  be  made  for  this  change. 

Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shoAvs  tlie  value  of  the  leading  articles  im- 
ported into  Nigeria  in  1913, 1914,  and  1915: 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Bugs  and  sa  'ks 

BCxids 

Bread  and  biscuit. .  ■. 

Chciui(;als,  drugs,  and  dves 

Coal ' 

Coopers'  stores 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Cutlery,  hardware,  iinp'emeiits,  aiMJ  instnimonts 


1913 

1914 

S129,220 

5428,256 

4r,8,.:22 

330,512 

^04,016 

206,485 

255,276 

2.'(>,118 

277,540 

297,427 

480,247 

r85,152 

842. S90 

673,423 

8,403,460 

7,327,473 

718,722 

741,183 

1915 


$300,651 
381,232 
34, 257 
154,982 
271,401 
083,508 
894,969 
7, 045, 440 
405, 177 
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Articles. 


1913 


Fish 

Floiir  and  grain 

Furniture 

Glass  and  earthenware 

Iron  and  steel ,  manufactures 

Kerosene  and  other  lamp  oil 

Machinery 

Motor  cars,  bicycles,  and  other  carriages. 

Railway  carriages  and  trucks 

Salt. 


Silk  fabrics 

Soap 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured 

Manufactured 

Cigars  and  cigarettes.. 

Umbrellas 

Yarns,  textile  fabrics,  etc . 

Wood  and  timber 

A\'oolen  faVirics 

All  other  articles 


$G.')0, 
130, 
125, 
138, 

1,730, 
453, 
47(1, 
200, 
371, 
205, 
398, 
325, 

2, 220, 
156, 

897, 

2i8J 
81, 
234 
292: 
14i: 
5,995: 


$533, 32i! 
a39,  M) 
133,  tiS*; 
134,050 

2,919,671 
370,372 

1,018.279 
198, 2-54 
694,902 
293, 836 
315,2';7 
254,649 

1,720,444 
140,637 

738, 857 


202, 773 
107, 409 
612,803 
322, SS7 
120,618 
2,289,966 


S396,.365 
148,063 
97,544 
118,779 

1,586,579 
340,990 
683,279 
133,834 
367, 407 
742,678 
238,346 
431,780 

1,339,444 
118,90'i 

947,634 

6,559 

194,533 

55, 531 

430,417 

281,177 

86,693 

1,423,425 


Total 

Specie 

Government  stores 


27,743,981 
4,233,751 
3,060,320 


24,  5;M,  ?84 
3,030.944 
5,949,284 


20,941,580 

161,663 

3,309,240 


Grand  total 35,044,052 


33,580,612 


24,412,485 


Decrease  in  Provisions. 

"With  the  exception  of  salt,  the  receipts  of  which  increased  from 
33,112  tons  in  1914  to  38,984  tons  in  1915,  hirge  decreases  were 
recorded  in  the  import  returns  of  all  provisions,  which  was  probably 
due  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  supplies.  Imports  of 
biscuit  and  flour  declined  from  103,000  hundredweight  (1  hundred- 
weight=112  pounds)  in  1913  to  91,000  hundredweight  in  1914  and 
58,000  hundredweight  in  1915 ;  of  sugar,  from  39,000  hundredweight 
to  32,000  hundredweight  and  14,000  hundredweight;  and  of  fish,  from 
91,000  hundredweight  to  70,000  hundredweight  and  3C,000  hundred- 
weight, respectively.  The  colonj^'s  purchases  of  rice  increased  from 
176,000  hundredweight  in  1913  to  212,000  hundredweight  in  1914, 
but  in  1915  fell  off  to  only  109,000  hundredweight. 

It  is  improbable  that  provisions  imported  for  the  use  of  Europeans 
declined  to  any  extent.  Although  all  the  important  firms  endea^'or  to 
cater  to  the  natives  there  is  a  comparatively  small  demand  by  them 
for  imported  provisions.  There  can  be  no  douljt,  however,  that  a 
large  market  awaits  development  for  this  class  of  goods.  The  de- 
crease is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  large  harvests  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  outlet  for  produce  was  difficult,  resulting  in  larger  internal  con- 
sumption of  native  products. 

Provisions  are  generally  sold  to  the  natives  for  cash,  but  some  are 
used  in  bartering  for  native  produce;  these  include  rice,  ship's  biscuit, 
beef  and  pork,  stock  fish,  sugar,  canned  salmon  and  herring,  salt, 
canned  corned  beef,  and  flour. 
Probable  Market  for  American  Foodstuffs — Spirits  and  Tobacco. 

Provisions  from  the  United  States  would  probably  meet  with  a 
ready  demand.  In  making  up  these  as  well  as  other  goods  for  the 
native  trade  in  West  Africa  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
packing.  The  native  frequently  carries  his  purchases  long  distances 
on  his  head  or  by  canoe  to  the  interior.  Supplies  are  already  being 
obtained  from  the  United  States  and  it  is  i)robable  that  this  trade 
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will  expand  after  the  war.  Attention  of  American  merchants  is 
specially  invited  to  the  rich  market  offered  them  in  Nigeria. 

The  quantity  of  spirits  entered  for  consumption  was  about  50 
per  cent  less  than  the  smallest  returns  in  the  last  10  years  and  for 
the  first  time  the  duties  collected  from  other  articles  exceeded  the 
amount  derived  from  spirits.  Regular  supplies  can  not  be  relied  on 
and  stocks  in  bond  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  larger  than  at  the 
same  time  in  the  preceding  year. 

Although  the  duty  on  unmanufactured  tobacco  was  advanced  to 
24i  cents  last  year,  the  demand  was  large,  especially  in  the  produce 
markets,  and  the  imports  totaled  5,8*21,000  pounds,  as  compared  with 
4,923,000  pounds  in  1914,  when  the  duty  was  16  cents,  and  6,211,900 
pounds  in  1913,  when  the  duty  was  12-^?  cents.  At  the  close  of  1915, 
however,  there  was  a  decline  in  the  imports,  and  in  some  places  there 
were  accumulated  stocks,  the  probable  cause  being  the  increased  local 
production. 

Coal,  Kerosene,  and  Coopers'  Stores. 

The  imports  of  coal  declined  from  90,000  tons  to  63,000  tons  as 
the  result  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  ocean  tonnage.  Wood  was 
used  to  a  greater  extent  than  before,  but  internal  transport  arrange- 
ments were  costlier  and  more  difficult. 

The  kerosene  trade  was  restricted  by  the  shortage  of  ocean  ton- 
nage and  shipping  difficulties:  2.337,000  imperial  gallons  were  im- 
ported in  1915,  as  against  3,093,000  gallons  in  1914  and  3,955,000 
gallons  in  1913.  It  is  probable  that  kerosene  will  be  replaced  hj 
palm  oil.  for  Avhich  local  merchants  are  offering  a  low  price. 

The  gain  in  the  value  of  the  receipts  of  coopers'  stores  was  mainly 
caused  by  the  increase  in  prices,  but  there  was  a  large  demand  for 
casks,  on  account  of  shipping  difficulties.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
induce  natiA^e  middlemen  to  accept  new  casks  for  filling,  on  account 
of  the  loss  in  soakage.  All  shooks,  heads,  and  iron  bands  are  re- 
packed and  returned  to  Nigeria.  Large  shipments  of  shooks  came 
from  America,  where  such  materials  can  be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate. 
Before  the  war  j^alm  oil  was  shipped  to  America  via  Hamburg  and 
Liverpool. 
Cutlery,  Hardware,  Tools,  Enameled  Ware,  Etc. 

The  cutlery,  hardware,  and  implements  were  mainly  axes,  hatchets, 
machetes,  hoes  and  other  agricultural  implements,  saucepans,  kettles 
fi-ying  pans,  nails,  door  k)cks,  padlocks,  hasps,  staples,  hinges,  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  lamps,  lanterns,  irons,  iron  bolts,  iron  bars,  tools  of 
all  descriptions,  uniform  cases,  tin  trunks,  iron  pots  from  one-half 
gallon  to  50  gallons,  etc.  The  tools  in  demand  are  required  to  be  of 
fair  quality,  cheap,  and  in  general  imitations  of  the  nativ^e  imple- 
ments that  are  mannfactured  from  impoi'ted  iron  bars  in  many  vil- 
lages thi'oiighout  the  colony  by  local  blacksmiths.  The  substantial 
decline  in  the  imports  of  these  goods  was  the  result,  in  part,  of  the 
inability  of  uumufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  supply  articles 
similar  in  grade  and  value  to  those  formerly  obtained  from  the  Con- 
tinent, and  in  pait  to  shipping  difficulties. 

Enameled  Ware,  Pottery,  and  Glassware. 

Imports  of  enameled  ware  declined  by  66  per  cent  in  value.  The 
central  powers  formerly  supplied  the  plates,  dishes,  mugs,  bowls, 
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basins,  frying  pans,  saucepans,  etc.,  which  met  with  great  demand, 
the  articles  being  cheaper  than  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
entirely  suited  to  the  trade. 

There  "svas  but  a  slight  decline  in  imj^orts  of  earthenware  and 
glassware.  Earthenware  Avas  at  one  time  imported  for  the  native 
trade,  but  it  has  largeh'  been  replaced  by  enameled  ware.  Large 
quantities  of  pottery  are  made  throughout  the  country,  and  for  some 
years  a  special  instructor  was  employed  at  Ibadan.  At  Aba,  an  im- 
portant market  in  the  Ibo  country,  four  bowls  of  burnt  cla}^  fac- 
similes of  the  imported  earthenware  bowls,  were  recently  purchased 
for  a  mnnilla  (3  cents).  Although  it  is  improbable  that  foreign  pot- 
tery will  make  much  progress  in  interior  markets,  tliere  Avill  always 
be  a  demand  on  the  coast  and  in  the  more  accessible  markets. 

Glassware,  consisting  of  tumblers  of  all  sizes,  jugs,  and  mirrors, 
was  taken  practically  entirely  from  the  Continent.  On  account  of 
difficulties  in  shipment  there  has  been  some  scarcity  of  these  articles, 
the  trade  in  which  might  be  considerably  developed.  Plate  glass 
comes  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  tumblers,  etc.,  obtainable 
from  there  are  too  expensive  and  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
trade. 

Camp  Equipment — Building  Materials. 

For  the  furniture  trade  as  it  is  known  in  America  there  is  not  much 
scope.  Special  orders  are  always  made  by  firms  when  a  customer 
wishes  to  furnish  a  house.  There  is  a  ready  sale  for  cheap  folding 
chairs,  camp  stools,  cane-bottom  chairs,  and  all  kinds  of  camp  equip- 
ment. Japanese  and  other  straw  mats  and  iron  bedsteads  also  have 
a  good  sale.  There  is  some  demand  for  household  linen,  cushions, 
table  covers,  and  similar  goods  in  medium  qualities. 

There  Avere  substantial  reductions  in  imports  of  all  classes  of 
building  materials,  although  in  normal  circumstances  there  is  a  large 
demand  by  native  traders  for  such  goods.  All  grades  of  iron  sheets 
are  imported,  but  the  low  grades  are  in  demand  on  account  of  their 
lightness.  At  present  the  country  is  practicall}^  entirely  dependent 
on  its  imports  for  its  timber  suppl}^  SaAvmill  machinery  has  been 
placed  in  Lagos  and  Benin  River,  and  before  the  outbreak  of  war 
one  of  the  large  firms  intended  to  erect  mills  in  the  Ibo  country.  The 
public  v\-orks  department  has  recently  erected  a  large  mill  at  Apapa, 
opposite  Lagos,  Avhich  should  prove  a  profitable  undertaking.  How- 
ever, there  Avill  still  be  a  steady  demand  for  many  years  for  white- 
pine  and  pitch-pine  planks  ^  inch  to  3  inches  by  9  inches  by  12  to 
20  feet,  deals  12  feet  to  20  fe"et,  and  scantlings  12  feet  to  20  feet. 

Automobiles,  Motorcycles,  Cotton  Goods,  Etc. 

Although  there  was  a  decline  in  the  value  of  the  automobiles  im- 
ported from  $68,124  to  $38,928,  the  demand  for  cars  is  growing;  the 
light  medium-priced  cars  are  popular.  Motor  cycles  and  bicycles 
are  much  in  demand,  the  imports  amounting  to  about  $97,320  a  year. 
Various  kinds  of  hand  trucks  are  imported  for  use  in  warehouses 
and  for  carriage  of  goods  generall3\  Animal  transport  is  largely 
employed  in  the  north,  but  carts  draw^n  by  animals  are  practically 
not  used  at  all.    There  is  also  a  demand  in  Lagos  for  rickshaws. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  cotton  manufactures  is  explained  by 
the  change  to  the  c.  i.  f.  value  basis.  The  large  stocks  held  by  the 
.Germans  were  entirely  absorbed,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  stocks 


8 


SUPPLEMENT   TO  COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


carried  in  some  parts  were  less  than  usual.  Apart  from  cotton  piece 
goods  there  is  a  large  demand  for  shirts,  hosiery,  handkerchiefs, 
clothing  of  all  sorts,  etc. 

Among  the  articles  that  meet  with  a  ready  sale  are :  Chests  of  clay 
pipes  and  cheap  pipes  of  all  kinds,  cigarettes,  umbrellas,  walking 
sticks,  hats  and  caps,  beads,  buckets,  perfumes  and  pomades,  fish 
cord,  twine,  matches,  candles,  bluing,  soap,  suitings,  flannels,  socks, 
ties,  etc. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  colony's  exports  last  year  amounted  to  only  $27,545,433,  as 
compared  with  $32,164,479  in  1914  and  $35,776,606  in  1913.  Ship- 
ments of  specie,  however,  increased  considerably,  being  valued  at 
$3,477,083,  as  against  $922,331  in  the  preceding  year  and  $1,239,261 
in  1913,  The  greatest  loss  was  in  native  produce,  which  declined  in 
value  from  $29,930,766  in  1914  to  $23,712,018  in  1915. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported from  Nigeria  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915: 


Articles. 


Cacao 

Cotton  r)iece  goods  " . . , 

Cotton  lint 

Cotton  seed 

Groundnuts  (peanuts) 

Mahogany 

Maize  (corn) 

Palm  kernels 

Palm -kerne!  cako 

Palm-kernel  oil 

Palm  oil 

Rubber 

Shea  butter , 

Shea  nuts 

Skins  and  hides: 

Tarme<l 

I'ntanned 

Tin  ore 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Specie 

Grand  total 


1913 


$766, 

48, 
774, 
09, 

512, 

196, 

15,129, 

l.W, 

t!29, 

9,021, 

437. 

19, 

342, 

149, 

S09, 

2, 763, 


34,.';37,40o 
1 ,  239, 261 


35,776,666 


$835,564 

30,490 

733,743 

62S,461 

S7I,905 

420, 268 

2-S,  2.S2 

12,362,690 

45, 945 

305, S58 

7,646.2X2 

ISO. 025 

21,031 

236, 050 

47S;,161 
1,9S;2,4SS 
3,439,492 

986, 463 


31,242,148 
922,331 


32,164,479 


1915 


$1,527,666 

93,413 

271,209 

24,393 

.3.51,218 

263,601 

4,579 

8,236,737 


7,114,871 
185,453 
56,553 
283,206 

357,014 
1,114,567 
3,,")20,454 

660,416 


24,068,350 
3,477,083 


27,545,433 


o  Native  goods. 
Cacao  and  Cotton  Trade. 

Exports  of  cacno  increased  from  99,000  hundredweight  in  1914 
to  182.000  hundredweight  in  1915.  Over  2.000  tons  of  cacao  were 
awaiting  shipment  from  Lagos  at  the  end  of  1915. 

The  cultivation  of  cacao  is  confined  to  the  colony  and  southern 
provinces.  Ibaden  Province  produces  the  greatest  quantity  of 
cncao,  but  the  best  prepared  cocoa  is  brought  from  Agege.  a  few^ 
miles  outside  of  Lagos.  Large  quantities  are  grown  in  the  Egba 
Province,  chiefly  at  Ajura,  Owode,  Ajilete,  Idirroko,  Agosliasha, 
Afon,  Agboro,  and  throughout  the  Jebu  Ode  division.  It  is  also 
grown  at  Agege,  and  the  Ibos,  Ibibics,  Kwa  Tbos,  and  Efiks,  but 
not  to  the  same  extent  as  among  the  Yorubas,  although  it  is  pi-obable 
th.at  the  opening  up  of  the  Bonny  and  Opobo  sections  by  the  North- 
eastern Railway  will  lead  to  extensive  planting  in  those  localities. 

Exports  of  cotton  lint  declined  from  13.8(i5  bales.  Or  5,649.840 
pounds,  in  1914  to  0,703  bales,  or  2,096,972  pounds,  in  1915.    Cotton 
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is  cultivated  in  patches  in  nearly  every  district  of  Nigeria  with  the 
exceptions  of  those  bordering  the  seacoast  and  delta  regions.  Spin- 
ning and  weaving  are  even  carried  on  in  districts  in  which  cotton  is 
not  cultivated,  the  staple  being  brought  from  other  districts,  or  im- 
ported yarn  is  used  for  weaving. 

Palm  Kernels — Palm  Oil. 

Palm  kernels  and  their  products  exported  in  1914:  aggregated 
166,000  tons,  but  in  1915  there  was  a  decline  to  153,000  tons,  and  at 
least  13,000  tons  of  kernels  were  awaiting  shipment  from  Lagos  on 
December  31,  in  addition  to  the  accumulations  at  other  ports^  The 
quantity  of  kernels  produced  in  places  adjoining  Lagos  probably 
was  no  less  than  during  the  preceding  year,  but  throughout  the 
country  there  was  a  diminished  production,  which  to  some  extent  was 
caused  by  the  low  prices.  No  reliable  information  is  available  of 
the  proportion  of  kernels  converted  locall}^  into  food.  To  some 
extent  they  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  balls  that  are  on 
sale  even  in  Lagos.  The  proportion  of  the  whole  production  con- 
sumed locally  is  inconsiderable,  and  probably  does  not  exceed  6  per 
cent.  The  industry  is  therefore  dependent  on  the  inducement  offered 
to  producers  to  bring  in  kernels  for  export. 

The  quantity  of  palm  oil  exported  from  Lagos  and  the  Niger 
Delta  was  greater  than  in  1914,  but  there  was  a  substantial  decrease 
from  the  other  ports.  Shipments  from  Lagos  increased  from  253,000 
to  259,000  hundredweight,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  35,000  hun- 
dredweight were  awaiting  shipment;  still,  the  quantity  was  con- 
siderably less  than  in  1910. 

Unlike  the  palm-kernel  industry  palm  oil  is  manufactured  pri- 
marily for  food,  and  the  bulk  of  the  oil  is  consumed  in  the  colony. 
It  is  estimated  that  about  3,500,000  hundredweight  of  oil  is  consumed 
annually  by  the  natives,  the  largest  quantity  hitherto  exported  hav- 
ing been  1,662,000  hundredweight.  Some  of  the  palm  oil  is  used 
locally  as  an  illuminant.  Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  kerosene 
was  rapidly  taking  its  place,  but  it  is  probable  that  owing  to  the  low 
cost  of  palm  oil  and  the  rise  in  the  price  of  kerosene  more  palm  oil 
has  been  used  recently  as  an  illuminant.  It  may  be  said  that  twice 
as  much  palm  oil  is  consumed  as  is  exported. 

Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  the  values  of  Nigeria's 
imports  from  and  exports  to  the  principal  countries  in  1913,  1914, 
and  1915 : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to 

1913            1914 

1915 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  Kingdom 

Per  cent.   Per  cent. 
68.59           76.97 
11.26  I          8.96 
6. 72  !          6. 43 
3.18  1          5.47 

Per  cent. 
S;i.45 

.14 
5. 86 
6.74 

.21 
3.60 

Per  cent. 
50.93 
41.79 

Per  cent. 

65.31 

33. 59 

.10 

Per  cent. 
87.50 

.56 

United  Slates 

.47 

France 

.26 
1.91 

.68              .49 
0. 30              .  51 

.07 

10.25 

11.40 

Total 

100.00 

100. 00 

100.00 

100.00         100.00 

100.00 
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North- Eastern  Railway — Opening  for  Motor  Launches. 

The  railway  extending  from  Port  Ilarcoiirt  on  the  Bonny  Eiver  to 
the  Udi  coal  fields  is  rapidly  approaching  completion.  Ships  drawing 
20  feet  can  cross  the  bar  of  the  river.  The  arrangements  for  shipping 
coal  have  already  been  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  that  supplies  will 
soon  be  available.  A  temporary  wharf  will  be  provided  pending  the 
construction  of  permanent  wharfage  and  sheds. 

The  railway  has  been  opened  to  Aba,  and  in  February  the  line  had 
been  laid  to  Aboh,  114  miles  from  Port  Harcourt.  Miller  Brothers 
(Ltd.),  of  Liverpool,  have  established  small  stores  at  Imu  River,  Aba, 
Omohia,  and  Oziiakole. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  railway,  natiA'e  middlemen  from  Opobo 
and  Bonn}^  had  established  markets  for  produce  on  the  Imu  and  its 
tributaries,  the  Otamini  and  the  Azumini.  Canoes  are  used  to  trans- 
port between  these  markets  and  the  coast.  The  largest  does  not 
exceed  10  tons,  while  the  ordinary  size  is  of  about  5  or  G  tons  capacity. 
As  navigation  on  these  rivers  by  canoe  is  slow  and  hazardous,  there 
should  be  a  large  opening  in  Nigeria  for  motor  launches,  but  it  de- 
mands a  live  agent  to  develop  their  sale. 

After  passing  the  Aba  district  the  railway  strikes  an  undeveloped 
country  and  brings  the  European  trader  more  closely  into  touch  with 
various  large  interior  markets. 
Coal  and  Tin  Mines — Agriculture — Shipping. 

The  Nigerian  Government  coal  mines  at  Udi,  along  the  line  of  the 
new  railwa}^  from  Port  Harcourt,  are  being  W'Orked,  and  the  Govern- 
ment hopes  within  the  near  future  to  supply  coal  to  all  steamers 
calling  at  Nigerian  ports.  The  tin  mines  in  northern  Nigeria  con- 
tinue to  be  worked  at  an  apparent  profit. 

The  British  Cotton-Growing  Association  continues  along  with  the 
Government  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  but  Avith  little 
success.  Groundnuts  (peanuts)  are  still  grown  in  large  quantities, 
and  cattle  are  raised  in  large  numbers  in  northern  Nigeria.  The 
production  of  cacao  in  southern  Nigeria  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  no  industries  of  note  other  than  the 
collection  of  forest  products  and  the  manufacture  of  petty  products 
by  natives  for  West  African  consumption. 

"  The  number  of  vessels  entering  Nigerian  ports  decreased  from  490 
of  730,892  tons  for  1914  to  33G  vessels  of  561,771  tons  in  1915.  Of 
the  total  for  1915,  2G6  vessels  of  530,882  tons  w^ere  British.  There 
were  3  American  sailing  vessels  of  2,297  tons  that  entered  during 
1915. 

GOLD  COAST. 

Li  spite  of  a  4G  per  cent  decrease  in  available  tonnage,  as  com- 
pared with  normal  times,  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  increased  its  com- 
mercial exports  (other  than  specie)  by  no  less  than  15  per  cent  over 
1913  and  30  per  cent  over  1914.  And,  while  a  shortage  of  supplies 
was  also  experienced,  its  commercial  imports  decreased  only  1  per 
cent  as  compared  Avith  those  of  1914  and  4  per  cent  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  record  year  1913.  The  enhanced  prices  of  com- 
modities no  doubt  had  much  to  do  with  this  result,  but  on  the  whole 
these  were  not  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  colony.  On  cacao  exports 
alone  there  Avas  a  gain  of  $2,169,827  on  Avhat  Avould  have  been  re- 
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ceived  had  the  average  price  been  the  same  as  in  1914.  As  regards 
imports,  the  comphiint  was  not  that  more  had  to  be  paid  for  them, 
but  that  the  demands  could  not  be  supplied  at  any  price.  Mean- 
while there  should  be  an  accumulation  of  unexpended  wealth  to 
spend  on  the  advancement  of  industries  and  civilization  when  the 
world  trade  becomes  normal  again. 

The  Import  Trade. 

The  aggregate  value  of  all  goods  imported  into  the  colony  during 
1915  (excluding  expenses  on  specie  and  the  value  of  duty-free  goods 
imported  across  the  inland  frontier)  was  $-21,9-i3,412,  as  compared 
with  $21,687,606  in  1914,  an  increase  of  over  1  per  cent. 

The  imports  on  behalf  of  the  Colonial  Government  amounted  to 
$1,727,956,  a  decrease  of  16  per  cent  as  compared  with  1914,  resulting 
from  the  curtailment  of  public  works  in  anticipation  of  diminished 
revenue,  but  in  comparison  w^ith  the  figures  for  1913  there  was  an 
increase  of  36  per  cent.  Specie  imports  ($5,049,662)  increased  by 
18  per  cent  as  compared  with  1914,  but  showed  a  decrease  of  28  per 
cent  as  compared  with  1913 ;  hoAvever,  treasury  notes  to  the  value  of 
$1,094,850  are  not  included  in  these  figures. 

Imports  of  private  merchandise  showed  a  decrease  of  1  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1914  and  of  4  per  cent  compared  with  1913,  the 
respective  values  being  $16,893,753,  $17,613,760,  and  $17,078,105. 
That  there  was  a  decline  at  all  is  due  to  reasons  unconnected  with  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  colony.  In  fact,  were  it  not  for  the  shortage 
of  shipping  and  the  difficulty  in  getting  goods  manufactured  at  any 
price,  its  imports  would  have  increased  considerably  in  1914  and 
again  in  1915, 

The  local  consumer  has  plenty  of  money  at  his  command  with 
which  to  purchase  imported  goods,  and  he  does  not  refrain  from 
purchasing  even  at  greatly  enhanced  prices  when  the  commodities  he 
needs  are  obtainable.  The  immunity  of  the  colony  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  war  is  due,  of  course,  to  the  fact  that  its  wealth  is 
based  almost  entirely  on  cacao,  a  commodity  that  is  in  increasing 
demand  and  at  increasing  prices.  It  must  be  remarked,  however, 
that  the  falling  off  in  the  volume  of  commercial  imports  was  greater 
than  is  indicated  by  the  comparison  of  values  given.  It  would  not 
be  an  exaggeration,  perhaps,  to  say  that  the  average  prices  of  im- 
ported goods  in  1915  were  from  11  per  cent  to  25  per  cent  higher 
than  they  v\'ere  in  1914. 

Articles  Imported. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  the  colony  in 
1913,  1914,  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


1913 

1914 

$10G,98r, 

$110, 774 

445,410 

520,730 

230.518 

190,377 

(.7. 5S9 

i43.0SO 

94.220 

5S.  730 

225,  CCS 

9ti,I04 

4G6.043 

510.547 

2,iS.0O!; 

385,016 

1)0,971 

G77.4S.3 

S5,498 

40,  SOI 

1C5,S3S 

149,109 

1915 


Ale  and  porter 

Apparel 

Beads 

Beef  and  pork 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Bread  and  bisruit 

Building  materials 

Carriages,  carts,  and  automobiles 

Coal 

Coopers'  stores 

Cordage 


$97, 447 
411.703 

41.  as,-. 

9! . 393 
34.0(i7 
107.  C8J 
410.85;; 
4(i3. 122 
404.817 
5(i.074 
133,  C45 
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Articles. 


Cotton  froods: 

Varus  and  twist 

Another 

Earthenware 

Flour 

Fiirnitinc 

dims  and  pis(  ol^ 

t!  unpowder 

Hardware 

Lumber  (native  lo,2;s) 

Machinery I 

Oil  (kerosene) 

I'erf  nmery 

Provisions 

Railway  plant  and  st  ock 

Rice. . .'. 

Salt 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Gin  and  eineva 

Rum 

Another 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Manufactoied 

Unmanufactured 

■\Vines 

■Woolen  goods,  including  yarns  and  twist 
All  other  articles 

Total 

Specie 

Grand  total 


1913 


$10.3,741 
,42.'),  952 

72,  230 
387, 132 
232, 746 

43,(144 

38, 325 
588,970 
20(i,  728 
927.080 
18.5,  .57.5 
210,878 
,  16.5,  771 
149,825 
541,149 

00,6.57 
lOS,  144 
244,252 

410. 445 
486, 952 
144,695 
285,427 

239, 037 
219, 922 
104,525 
16.3,031 
,014,519 


17,078.105 
7,015,778 


24,0C3,S83 


S76, 343 
2, 932, 222 

77,  G47 
331,496 
267, 184 

:«,617 

31,600 
588,713 
313, 443 
953,303 
210,931 
216,153 
1,210,-598 
409, 469 
469, 949 

56, 3.53 
107, 582 
259, 548 

419., 522 
478,  .527 
151.143 
253,280 

314,026 
240,040 
102, 235 
150, 352 
4,069,533 


17,613,760 
4,073,846 


21,687,606 


1915 


$.51,949 

3,598,222 

64.947 

372, 322 

245, 757 

10,384 

31,162 

427,045 

244,770 

838,524 

140, 24S 

174,130 

886,099 

231,3.54 

579,  7.55 

89, 301 

63, 715 

329,010 

423.568 
48S,  284 
133,109 
233,937 

219, 175 

393, 223 

09,584 

40. 174 

4.254.380 


10,893,750 
5.049,662 


21,943,412 


The  18  per  cent  gain  in  the  imports  of  specie  is  an  increase  only 
by  comparison  with  the  abnormally  small  imports  in  1914.  In  fact, 
the  quantity  imported  in  1915  was  far  short  of  the  requirements  of 
the  local  prodnce  market,  which  were  abnormally  great  on  account 
of  the  heavy  increase  of  cacao  production  and  the  unusually  high 
prices  that  ruled  for  that  product  throughout  the  3^ear.  The  conse- 
quent heavy  demand  for  specie  was  not  foreseen,  with  the  result  that- 
far  too  little  was  imported,  and  the  merchants  were  seriously  incon- 
venienced. Treasury  notes  to  the  face  value  of  $1,091,850  were  im- 
ported during  the  year,  but  were  circulated  only  to  a  limited  extent. 
The  native  is  conservative  and  does  not  take  readily  to  innovations 
of  this  nature. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods,  Tobacco,  and  Rice. 

The  imports  of  cotton  goods,  other  than  yarn  and  twist,  showed 
an  advance  of  19  per  cent  in  value  in  comparison  Avith  1914 ;  this  was 
due  mainly  to  the  enhanced  prices  and  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
goods  that  were  ordered  in  1914  were  delayed  in  delivery  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  and  did  not  arrive  until 
1915.  As  compared  with  the  imports  during  the  last  normal  year, 
1913.  the  indicated  increase  is  trifling,  and  is  much  more  than  ac- 
counted for  by  increased  prices.  The  quantity  imported  in  1915  was 
less  than  in  1913  and  was  clue  entirely  to  shipping  and  manufactur- 
ing difficulties  in  England.  Throughout  the  year  the  market  was 
demanding  cottons  that  could  not  be  obtained  even  at  the  increased 
prices,  or  at  any  price.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  account 
for  the  whole  of  the  increase,  while  those  from  the  Netherlands  show 
an  increase  about  equal  to  the  decrease  from  Germany. 
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The  gain  in  the  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  (39  per  cent) 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  importers,  tempted  by  the  high  prices  in  the 
local  market  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  took  advantage  of  ships 
coming  direct  from  America  to  lay  in  large  stocks,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  remained  in  bond  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  un- 
usual demand  is  perceptible.  The  United  States  contributed  the 
whole  of  the  increase. 

The  increase  in  rice  (19  per  cent),  only  about  5  per  cent  of  which  is 
due  to  larger  imports,  is  without  special  significance,  as  it  corresponds 
with  a  similar  decrease  in  1914.  The  remainder  of  it  is  due  to  en- 
hanced prices.  The  demand  greatly  exceeded  the  supply  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year.  The  United  Kingdom  contributed  the  whole  of  the 
increase,  whereas  considerable  decreases  are  shown  against  Germany 
and  the  Netherlands. 

Automobiles,  Soap,  and  Flour. 

The  advance  in  the  item  carriages  and  carts  (17  per  cent)  was 
caused  by  increased  imports  of  automobiles  and  of  light  motor  wagons 
for  the  transportation  of  goods  and  passengers — a  form  of  transport 
that  is  rapidly  growing  as  a  result  of  the  improved  roads  and  the 
increased  demand  for  means  of  transportation.  A  pronounced  inno- 
vation in  local  conditions  of  the  Accra  district  is  the  introduction, 
and  apparently  with  great  success,  of  automobiles  and  lorries  for 
hackney  work. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  carriages  and 
carts  imported,  due  to  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  the  hand- 
propelled  carts  that  are  being  superseded  by  motor  vehicles.  The 
United  Kingdom  was  the  chief  contributor  to  the  increase,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  bulk  of  these  were  of  American  origin.  Imports 
from  Germany  ceased,  while  those  shown  as  having  been  imported 
from  the  United  States  were  considerably  in  excess  of  previous  years' 
records,  due  solely  to  direct  importation  as  distinct  from  importation 
through  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  increase  in  soap  is  due  entirely  to  the  volume  of  imports  and  is 
not  the  result  of  an  increase  in  prices.  The  value  of  the  imports  of 
this  commodity  in  1909  was  only  $126,224;  but,  with  substantial  in- 
creases yearly,  it  reached  $329,010  in  1915,  a  reliable  indication  that 
prosperity  and  the  standard  of  living  in  the  colony  are  rising  simul- 
taneously. The  United  Kingdom  contributed  the  whole  of  the 
increase. 

The  gain  in  the  imports  of  flour  is  more  than  accounted  for  by 
increased  prices.  There  was  actually  a  decrease  of  15  per  cent  in 
the  quantity  imported,  due  to  inadequate  stocks.  The  United  States 
contributed  most  of  the  increase  in  value,  due  to  direct  imports 
instead  of  through  the  United  Kingdom. 

Imports  of  Provisions,  Coal,  Railway  Plant,  Hardware,  Etc. 

The  decrease  in  provisions  was  the  result  of  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing supplies  from  the  European  markets  on  account  of  shortage  of 
shipping  facilities.  The  decline  in  coal  was  occasioned  by  the  large 
stocks  held  at  the  end  of  1914,  which  were  largely  drawn  upon  but 
not  replenished  up  to  the  end  of  1915.  The  decrease  in  the  imports 
of  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock  is  only  by  comparison  with  1914, 
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in  which  year  there  was  a  large  increase,  owing  to  the  arrival  of 
material  for  the  Mangoase-Koforidua  Railway  extension. 

The  falling  off  in  receipts  of  hardware  was  caused  mainly  by  the 
cessation  of  the  (lerman  supply  and  the  failure  of  other  coimtries  to 
provide  acceptable  substitutes  in  sufficient  quantities.  Much  of  this 
(ierman  supply,  it  must  be  remembered,  came  through  the  British 
markets  and  so  appeared  in  the  statistics  as  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  hence  the  large  decrease  shown  against  the  United  King- 
dom. All  supplying  countries  except  the  United  States  and  the 
Netherlands  are  shown  as  having  borne  a  share  of  the  loss. 

Prior  to  the  war  the  bulk  of  the  beads  came  from  Austria.  So  far 
no  acceptable  substitutes  have  been  placed  on  the  market. 

Apparel,  Woolen  Goods,  and  Building:  Materials. 

The  loss  in  the  imports  of  apparel  was  a  little  more  than  the 
increase  that  occurred  in  1914  and  is  not  very  significant.  Practically 
all  of  it,  however,  is  due  partly  to  the  cessation  of  the  German  and 
Austrian  su.pply  of  cheap  singlets  or  undershirts,  caps,  stockings,  etc., 
and  partly  to  larger  importation  by  parcel  post  of  the  more  valuable 
varieties. 

The  large  decrease  in  the  receipts  of  woolen  goods  was  the  result 
of  the  inaijility  of  manufacturers  to  suj^ply  these  goods  for  shipment 
abroad,  owing  to  the  heavy  demands  at  home. 

The  decline  in  building  materials  was  caused  partly  by  the  curtail- 
ment of  Government  building  activity,  partly  by  the  failure  of  the 
Belgian  supply  of  composition  slates,  and  partly  by  the  diminished 
cement  supplies  resulting  from  the  shortage  of  steamers  from  Lon- 
don, the  principal  supplying  center. 

Direction  of  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  values  of  the 
colony's  imports  from  and  exports  to  the  principal  countries  in  each 
vear  since  1910: 


Countries. 

Import 

sfrora 

Exports  to. 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

P.ct. 
75 
12 
1 
1 
9 

P.ct. 
72 
10 
1 
6 
6 
1 
4 

P.ct. 

70 
11 
1 

7 
G 
1 
4 

P.ct. 

70 
11 

1 
7 
5 

1 

P.ct. 

74 
8 
1 
8 
5 
1 
3 

P.ct. 

79 

'i' 

10 
6 

1 

3 

P.ct. 

70 
18 
8 
1 

P.ct. 
69 

18 
11 

1 

P.ct. 

67 

18 

10 

2 

P.ct. 

68 

17 

9 

2 

P.ct. 

68 

12 

12 

2 

3 

3 

P.ct. 
75 

16 

United  .States 

6 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

other  foreign  countries 

2 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Trade  with  tlnited  Kingdom,  United  States,  Etc. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  during  1915,  except- 
ing specie,  which  shows  a  considerable  decrease.  The  principal  in- 
creases in  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  in  cotton,  rice, 
soap,  perfumery,  carriages  and  carts,  and  ale  and  porter;  and  the 
l^rincipal  decreases  were  in  coal,  railway  plant,  provisions,  ma- 
cliinery,  buikling  materials,  beef  and  pork,  hardware,  lumber,  and 
wearing  apparel. 
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The  increases  in  imports  from  the  United  States  ^\eve  principally 
in  immanufactured  tobacco,  himber,  sugar,  and  flour,  and  were  due 
not  so  much  to  increased  trade  as  to  the  fact  that  such  goods  were 
brought  to  the  cokmy  direct  instead  of  through  British  markets,  as 
would  have  been  largel}'  the  case  in  normal  times. 

The  gain  in  shipments  from  the  Netherlands  was  in  cotton  and 
sugar,  and  was  probably  due  to  diiect  shipments  from  Rotterdam  in- 
stead of  through  Hamburg,  London,  or  Liverpool,  as  formerly. 

The  increase  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  principally 
in  cacao  and  gold,  Avhereas  considerable  decreases  occurred  in  timber 
and  specie. 

Exports  to  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  ceased  altogether. 
France  took  increased  quantities  of  cacao  but  less  palm  oil  and  ker- 
nels. The  United  States  is  sho.vn  as  having  taken  more  cacao,  but 
this  is  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  cacao  was  shipped  direct  in- 
stead of  through  British  or  other  foreign  markets,  as  would  have 
happened  in  normal  times.  Timber  shipments  to  the  United  States 
fell  off  on  account  of  lack  of  shipping  facilities. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  exports  from  the  colony  during  1915 
was  $28,921,048,  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  as  compared  with  1914. 
Of  this  total  the  value  of  specie  exported  was  $626,794.  as  compared 
with  $2,301,019  in  1914,  and  of  {Government  exports,  only  $44.  The 
value,  therefore,  of  private  merchandise  was  $28,294,210,  as  against 
$21,749,818  in  1914,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent;  the  increase  over  1913, 
the  last  record  year,  was  15  per  cent.  The  export  trade  of  the  colony 
for  the  year  under  review  thus  created  a  new  and  satisfactory  record. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from  the  Gold  Coast 
in  1913,  1914,  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Cacao 

Copra 

Cotton,  raw 

Gold  and  gold  dust 

Auriferous  by-products 

Guinea  grains 

Gum  copal 

Ivory 

Kola  nuts 

Lumber:  Logs 

Palm: 

Kernels 

Oil , 

Rubber , 

All  other  articles , 

Total 

Specie 

Grand  total 


1913 


$12, 110, 

59, 

3, 

8,056, 

3, 

?, 

s 

703, 

1,781, 

774, 
319 

427 
142 


046 

801 
347 

975 

,435 
7M 
?.7'^ 
900 
047 

158 
397 
700 
033 


24,393,013 
1,962,823 


26,355,836 


$10,674,783 
""540 
861 
811 
270 
552 
CS9 
177 
897 
112 

473 
185 
256 
739 


2 

8,074 

137 

1 

1, 

3, 

691. 

1,172; 

431, 
183, 
105, 
212, 


21,749,945 
2,301,019 


24,050,964 


1915 


S17, 


67, 425 

62,387 

1,460 

,542,516 

130,527 

1,348 

1,971 

7,343 

677,167 

441,156 

245,791 
125,392 
122. 463 
167,303 


28,294,2.54 
626, 794 


28,921,048 


Production  and  Export  of  Cacao. 

The  increase  in  the  exports  of  cacao,  46  per  cent  or  24,390  tons, 
was  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  new  areas  came  into  bearing 
during  the  year.  No  part  of  it  can  be  said  to  be  due  to  the  large 
proportion  of  the  1914-15  crop  that  was  exported  in  1915.  Quite 
as  much  of  the  1915-10  crop  will  be  exported  in  1916.     At  the  be- 
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ginning  of  the  year  it  was  feared  that  the  shortage  of  tonnage  "would 
ali'ect  the  local  market,  but  as  the  result  of  representations  made  by 
the  Government,  the  shipping  companies  made  such  arrangements 
that  although  delays  in  obtaining  ships  "were  not  infrequent,  the 
Avhole  cacao  yield  Avas  safely  shipped  with  little  or  no  loss. 

Cacao  prices,  with  trifling  fhictuations  at  times,  showed  an  upward 
tendency  throughout  the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  January  the 
local  price  was  as  low  as  $2.67  per  load  of  60  pounds,  but  by  the 
end  of  that  month  it  had  risen  to  $3.50  to  $4.  At  the  end  of  April 
it  stood  at  $7.30  to  $8,  which  continued,  with  some  fluctuations,  up 
to  November,  when  there  was  a  decline  to  $0.05  to  $7.30,  which  was 
maintained  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Timber  and  Palm  Products — Shipping. 

The  decreased  shipments  of  timber  are  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  cabinetmaking  trade  in  Europe  continues  to  be  practically 
at  a  standstill,  at  least  so  far  as  mahogan}^  Avork  is  concerned,  and 
to  some  extent  by  the  fact  that  few  vessels  were  obtainable  to  take 
logs  to  the  United  States.  It  is  difficult  to  get  ships  to  carry  logs 
at  all.  The  43  per  cent  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  palm 
kernels  was  the  result  of  the  cessation  of  shipments  to  German}',  the 
jDrincipal  market  for  this  product.  A  small  increase  occurred  in 
the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Ioav  prices  that  ruled  from 
April  to  September,  inclusive,  account  for  the  greater  proportional 
decrease  in  value.  The  shipments  this  year  Avere  the  loAvest  on 
record. 

The  decreased  shipments  of  palm  oil  are  due  to  the  neglect  of  the 
whole  palm  product  industry  for  the  more  profitable  cacao.  Con- 
sidering the  steady  decline  since  1910,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  it  is 
doomed  to  extinction,  except  in  certain  districts  that  are  unsuited 
.«for  cacao  growing.  The  exports  in  1915  are  the  loAvest  on  record, 
being  not  quite  one-sixth  of  Avhat  they  were  in  1910.  Prices  during 
the  middle  of  the  year  Avere  very  Ioay,  but  the}'  improved  considerably 
in  November  and  December. 

A  total  of  354  steam  vessels  of  818,356  tons  and  8  sailing  A'essels 
of  7,259  tons  entered  the  ports  of  the  Gold  Coast  Colon}^  during 
1915,  compared  with  637  steam  A'essels  of  1,413,009  tons  and  1  sailing 
A'essel  of  751  tons  in  1914.  British  vessels  numbered  289  of  687,167 
tons  of  the  total  entrances  for  1915  and  French  A'essels  60  of  118,156 
tons.  There  Avere  7  American  sailing  vessels  of  6,146  tons  that 
entered  during  the  year. 
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